[earning through listening

Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic unlocks the
curriculum for learning disabled students

by Tony Gruenewald

hen Christine
Ranaghan was
jusl slarling oui as
the New Jersey
Educational Owt-
reach Director for
Recording for the
Blind &
Dyslexic® (RFB&D™), she wasn’t sur-
prised when some fifth grade students
and their teacher, who were participal-
ing in the RFB&D's Learning Through
Listening®™! program and nsed
RFB&D’s recorded textbooks in class,
asked her 10 come to their elassroom.

This wasn't an unusual request since
Ranaghan frequently visits schools, Bul
this visit resonaies in her mind because
it was unlike any she had experienced.
1t confirmed her belief in RFB&D’s
effectiveness for students who have
difficulty reading standard prini,

The 1eacher called some of the stu-
denis to the front of the class 10 present
Ranaghan with “a token ol their appre-
ciation.” The students told Ranaghan
that their experience with RFB&D’s

behind can “read. to learn” and keep
up with classroom assignments.
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recorded textbooks had been so positive
ihat they wanted 10 help other students.
They then presented her with $30 they
had raised. They wanted to purchase an
RFB&D membership Tor someone els¢
who needed it.

*} was shocked.” says Ranaghan.
*This was their idea—nothing staged.
Jjust kids, teachers. and RFB&D. It was
so moving,”

Since then, Ranaghan and her staff
have had many other heartwarming
experiences as they 've spread the word
about RFB&D,

Over 91,000 titles available

Founded in 1948, RFB&D, a nonprofit
volunieer organization. is the nation’s
educational library serving people who
cannot effectively read standard print
becanse of visual impairment. dyslexia,
or other physical disability. Its mission
is Lo create opportunities for individual
success by providing. and promoting
the effective use of, accessible educa-
tional material.

Currently. RFB&D has over 91,000-
recorded titles on analog tape and digi-
tal CD in its CV Starr Learning
Through Listening™ Library—ranging
from Dr. Seuss to quantum physies and
Black’s Law Dictionary.

Unlike other companies and organi-
zations that provide popular titles and
periodicals, RFB&D distributes text-
books. cducational, and reference mate-
rials 1o people with print disabilities.
Another difference is the equipment.
For RFB&D’s Classic Cassetles™ or
analog recordings, four-track audio
tapes and tape players are used instead
of the standard two-track 1apes most
commonly used by the general public,
This means that more recorded material
fits onto fewer tapes. RFB&D's Audio-
Plus™ digitally recorded textbooks on
CD can hold 40 hours of material and
can be accessed with a special CD
player or computer sofiware. This play-
back equipment has a special feature
that enables the student to control the
rale of his learning by slowing down
the reader's voice if the student needs
more time 1o process the material,

also speeds up the tape if the student is
able 10 comprehend at a faster rate

Also, RFB&D's audio books differ
from commercial products because of a
navigation system that makes it possi-
ble to find individual pages and chap-
ters. This gives students independence.,
as they are able to read these sections
without teacher intervention.

RFB&D also differs from other read-
ing technologies because il uses experts
in their respective fields to read the
books, These fully accessible recorded
textbooks are recorded in a natoral
human voice and include detailed
descriptions of graphic elements. There
are 32 studios across the United States
that record and produce the textbooks
used by RFB&D members.

The voices behind the recordings
come from volunieers, with more thun
5.000 nationwide and over 500 in New
Jersey alone. They record everything
from the most elementary of textbooks
10 the most technical and advanced
post-graduate and professional materi-
als. This dedicated group also provides
pre-and post-production. administrative
and outreach support and other duties
1o gel the word o about RFB&D’s
services. NJEA member Dr. Marjoric
Heyman. a Learning Consultant (LDT-
C) for the East Windsor Regional
School District. and also an RFB&D
volunteer, says, “We have a Tot of siu-
dents who learn by listening and this
cnables them to keep up with grade-
level materials and content materials.”

Reading to learn

In 2000, the New Brunswick school
system pioneered a pilot project of
RFB&D’s Learning Through Listening
program in New Jersey. The program
was comprised of three key elements:
accessible educational materials, play-
back equipment, and program support,
The New Jersey Unit of RFB&D con-
tinues to replicate this model program
in strategic school districts throughout
1he state. Ranaghan and her staff are
working 1o spread the word about
RFB&D.

RFB&D's Learning Through Lisien-
ing program is an accommodation that
enables students with print disabiliies
to keep up. It is a simple adaptation of
curriculum which, in concert with
RFB&D's instructional practices.
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#hat they have raised money 5o other schook could share the experience. Here,
I&wﬁnumwc& efementary school students meet with Newr fevsey Unit Outreach

BFR&D President and CFO Richard O. Saribner (i) aiter presenting & book they
wrote about their Leamning Through Listening experience.

sllors squdents 1o compleie grade-
Teved wonk.

Rumughen noawes. “Reading problems
can be addressed in two ways: either
Fmeaeh remedistion or accommods-
tion. Scune students, o maticr ko
e remediztion they receive. muy
only scguire Tunctional reading skills.
Tl mocity of these students Tecaives
hasic skills instreciion but may naver
bwsnee adequase reading skills to keep up
il cariculer demand.”

Sihe believes RFB&D's Leaning
Thwough Listening program can provids
am acoessibie und appropriste adugia-
fiom of cursiculum for these studenis,
Ny suadio books in RFB&LY's exicn-
she lihmn are inchwded in the New Jer-
sy Framewosks Lo assist icachers with
insaruction of the state’s Core Curvicu-
T Comient Stamdands. Stadents with
reading disahilities are therefore abic 10
complese ke same work as thelr peers.
RFB&D beips studems read to leam
rthber than enly legming to read. and
permits them o acquire coment knowl-
exdipe and foster self-relisnce. In shot.
RFB&Ds Leaming Through Lisiening
prosram promoies lifclong leaming and
imdiopondence.

Lorssine Viega, a teacher st New
Brumswick’s A.C. Redshaw Elementary
School comments. “RFB&D provides a
comprchensive program designed 10
wemedine the deficits of special needs
sadenis. Iis purpose is 10 build seif-
esteem in reading and promote profi-
ciemt lewmers, Stadents learn with all
their modadities ruther than compensat-
ing var ome. Their anditory, visual, and
twetile abilities are cnhanced as sindenis
feam through lisiening. Compechension

is beiplensd, vocububey skills we
suengihensd and expanded, It was a
pleasme (o witmess tbe excilemem as
nny sindems. found sucoess when
imitiating U program.”

A quantified success

Biost recontly:. Renaghar noccived wol-
cosme news fivsn o rescurch jwoject con-
ducied by Rutges. The Size Univessi-
te bm 2000, Raggers, the New Jessey
Uit of RFBALS. s ahe New
Brmswick School Dissict collaboraicd
o A rescurch prosect 1o collect wspons-
€3 10 a series. of kepaicd guestions.
cxamining the cifcotivensss of
prooyam, The fopcias for the study was
the nowd o idedify 21 “best praciioe™
model. The peojes consisted ol 21 sw-
dens, euch with an Iedividualised Fdn-
cavional Program (TEP from two
schols, Each studem was classified as
having o sperilic kaming disabality tho
made reading difScol. They reesived
instruction on how o wse RFB&TYs

The New Jersey vmit’s project wcam
leadess wrained the teachers snd sw-
demts om the annlog and digital play-
back egpipmen specially designed o
play RFB&IY's audio books. Each
siudenis were assisted with cquipment
use will they were ahle 1o operaie the
playback devices indepeademiy. Teach-
&S wene also given suggestions on how
10 imegraie RFBADYS audio texibooks
o their axisiing commicahum.

Cvexall. the Hndings. indicaued thai
studens” pre-and post-tesi scores on the

Scholastic Reading Inveniory (SRI)
impsoved afier a period of 15 weeks
using RFB&D's audio books in the
classroom and suggest that in certain
comextual and instructional situations,
they help students improve their read-
ing skills. Students who used the audio
books in structured classroom exercises
improved their reading skills more than
students who vsed it primarily as
optional Iree-time activity. Based on
pre-and post-SRI scores. RFB&D audiu

| book use appears to have had a positive

effect on sivdent reading skills and
impsoved student achievement, Lvi-
dence also suggested that weacher
implementation of the program affects
student efficacy with the audio books
and improved student achievement.
Teachers who integrate RFB&D's
Leaming Through Listening program
into regular and ongoing activities are
mast likely to see improvement in stu-
dent achievement.

The siudy also looked at studenis
with attendance problems and found.
*Teacher feedback indicated that stu-
dents with poor attendance began to
atiend class much more regularly after
they began using audio books,” due to
improved Jevels of reading confidence.

RFB&D'’s New Jersey Unit Educa-
tional Ouireach Center is a professional
development provider. Iis teacher wrain-
ing conforms to the stale’s mandated
100-hour requirement, REB&D's audio
books complement, supplement, and
enhance direel instruction because sin-
dents can learo specific reading skills
while also building listening compre-
hension. vocabulary, and fluency. Pes-
haps the most important benefit is that
they provide access to general corricu-
Tum. This levels the playing field and
empowers sludents with print disabili-
ties to complete the same work as
their peess. @

Tany Gruenewald is assistant studio
divecior and communications coordina-
ior for the New Jersey Unit of RFB&D.
Contact him at (609) 750-1830 or
igruenewald@rfbd.org.




